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□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following lanmiaee 

which is language of a translation furnished for truTpurpose off rou °w»S language 

□ international search (under Rules 123 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



13 The international application as originally filed/furmshed 
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the description: 



pages* 
pages* 



| [ the claims: 
pages 



received by this Authority on 
m received by this Authority on 



, as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 



I I the drawings: 



received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



, as originally filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



pages 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



_ , as originally filed/furnished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



3-D The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 
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the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

O any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4 ' D -dell^^ annexed to mis report and listed helow had not been 

1 (Rule 70.2(c)). considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 

□ 

the description, pages 
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the claims, Nos. 
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the drawings, sheets/figs 
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the sequence listing (specify): 
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any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 
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Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 

Citations and explanations 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



1-12 



1-12 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



The following documents are cited in the 
international search report. 



Document 1 : 
Document 2 : 
Document 3 : 



JP 2002-109291 A (Komatsu Ltd.), 12 April 

2002 , entire text, all drawings 

JP 2002-157302 A (Komatsu Ltd.), 31 May 

2002, entire text, all drawings 

JP 2001-351028 A (Hitachi Engineering Co., 

Ltd.), 21 December 2002, entire text, all 

drawings 



Claims 1-3, 5 and 7-12 

Document 1 discloses a rental estimation system 
wherein the model of equipment that is suited to a given 
work content and/or construction period is selected from a 
database that stores maintenance management information, 
the sales and necessary expenses that would be incurred by 
the use of the model in question are calculated and a 
rental fee is estimated on the basis of the results 
therefrom. 

Document 2 discloses a feature wherein when 
procuring equipment, the amount of equipment that is 
necessary in order to accommodate the work content is 
calculated, a list of equipment is displayed and the 
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PCT/JP 03/14099 



necessary equipment is selected. 

It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
combine the invention that is disclosed in document 1 and 
the invention that is disclosed in document 2; therefore, 
claims 1-3, 5 and 7-12 do not involve an inventive step. 

Claims 4 and 6 

Document 3 discloses the feature of setting a rental 
period for each product and then accepting reservations 
for the rental products. It would be easy for a person 
skilled in the art to combine the invention that is 
disclosed in document 1 and the invention that is 
disclosed in document 3; therefore, claims 4 and 6 do not 
involve an inventive step. 
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